Incentive to study drugs in children and other governmental initiatives: will patients with asthma benefit?
This article summarizes current regulations that have been developed to facilitate the performance of pediatric drug trials and their impact on children, particularly those children affected with asthma. In addition, other initiatives that have been developed by the federal government in response to the unexplained increase of asthma occurrence during the last 15 years will be reviewed. In the face of an asthma epidemic, a comprehensive approach is needed to determine the causes for the increase in the prevalence rate and the role of aeroallergens and other environmental and genetic factors and to identify effective preventive measures. Clearly, facilitating drug trials to prove the safety and effectiveness of drugs is of paramount importance.